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Captain Jerry Hara Awarded with the 
NLPOA Lifetime Award 2024

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

NLPOA's own Joe Nunez serving up tacos for Labor Day

Captain Jerry Hara has been with San Diego PD for over 31 years and a 
Captain for 11 years. As a Commanding Officer, he has led various 

commands such as, 2 patrol divisions, Support Operations, SWAT, the 
Police Academy, and the Honor Guard. Jerry has worked in over 25 

different positions within the Department. His latest assignment was to 
revamp the SDPD Dispatch Division of almost 200 dispatchers. Jerry has 
dedicated his life to mentoring, coaching, and preparing our officers for 

future leadership roles and promotions. He has helped coordinate dozens 
of training classes, and promotional prep seminars for the NLPOA San 

Diego Metro Chapter for the past 16 years. Jerry Hara has been an NLPOA 
member for several decades, and is a former President of the NLPOA San 

Diego Metro. Jerry has also taught several leadership classes at NLPOA 
training conferences. Jerry plans to retire and get his Master Degree in 

Christian Leadership to serve in a police ministry. 

Nightmare Before Christmas Bake Sale
When: October 29, 2024, 0900 hours
Where: SDPD HQ Rm 213
Why: All proceeds from the bake sale will benefit 
children via Shop with a Cop. 

Veterans Benefits Workshop
When: November 19, 2024, 0900-1100 hours
Where: National University, 9388 Lightwave 
Avenue
Why: SD Metro NLPOA has partnered with VFW 
and Wounded Warrior Project to provide the 
necessary information and tools to identify and 
access various veterans benefits you or your family 
may be missing out on. 

2025 NLPOA ANNUAL LE CONFERENCE
When: October 1 to October 5, 2025
Where: Hilton Garden Inn, San Juan, Puerto Rico
Why: Essential Training, insighful Guest Speakers, 
and valuable networking opportunities!

If you would like to contribute contact us  at: 
cs@sandiegometronlpoa.org
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Sep 15 - ocT 15
CHECK FB AND IG FOR MEMBER 

SPOTLIGHTS!

ig @ nlpoa_sandiegometro
FB @ NLPOA San Diego Metro

SERVING COMMUNITIES



On September 14, 1984, Officer Timothy Ruopp encountered two adult men drinking with two underage girls at Grape Street Park. 
Officer Ruopp requested back up. Officer Kimberly Tonahill responded. As Officer Tonahill was patting down one of the suspects, he 
opened fire, shooting her 4 times. The suspect then walked up and execution style-shot Officer Timothy Ruopp. Officer Gary Mitrovich 
was on his way to the park when he heard gunshots. Officer Gary Mitrovich was shot in the shoulder and seriously wounded. Officer 
Tonahill died that evening. Officer Ruopp died two days later. Officer Mitrovich survived. After an extensive overnight search, the main 
suspect was found hiding in a nearby bush. He was apprehended and taken into custody. 

Officer Tonahill was a rookie officer with eight months on the job. She was 24 yrs old. Officer Ruopp was 31 yrs old, married, with four 
young children. 

On September 14, 2024, the City of San Diego re-dedicated Grape Street Park to honor the lives of fallen Officers Tonahill and Ruopp. 

Honoring Our Fallen: Rededication of Grape Street Park to Officer Tonahill & 
Officer Ruopp Memorial Park

Consolation
By Robert Louis Stevenson

Though he, that ever kind and true,
Kept stoutly step by step with you,

Your whole long, gusty lifetime through,
Be gone a while before,

Be now a moment gone before,
Yet, doubt not, soon the seasons shall restore

Your friend to you.

He has but turned the corner — still
He pushes on with right good will,

Through mire and marsh, by heugh and hill,
That self-same arduous way —

That self-same upland, hopeful way,
That you and he through many a doubtful day

Attempted still.

He is not dead, this friend — not dead,
But in the path we mortals tread
Got some few, trifling steps ahead

And nearer to the end;
So that you too, once past the bend,

Shall meet again, as face to face, 
this friend

You fancy dead.

Push gaily on, strong heart! The while
You travel forward mile by mile,
He loiters with a backward smile

Till you can overtake,
And strains his eyes to search his wake,

Or whistling, as he sees you through the brake,
Waits on a stile.

SDPD Officer Austin Machitar
July 26, 1994 – August 26, 2024

Forever in Our Hearts
On September 23rd, Officer Zach 

Martinez returned home to 
Lubbock, Texas to continue his 

road to recovery. Wishing you 
strength and a swift recovery, 

Zach!

SDPD Officer LAWRENCE ORSO
   pasased away on september 24, 2024
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